
Parish Council Meeting Agenda

Thursday, February 23, 2023
7:00pm

1. Opening Prayer and Spiritual Reflection
a. Opening Prayer

Attendance: Tom Connelly, Jacki Weir, Fr. Tomy Manjaly, Tomas Rochford (recorder)
b. Parish Mission Statement (Draft):

In obedience to Our Lord’s invitation, “Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened, and 
I will give you rest,” the mission of Sacred Heart Parish is to bring souls to Jesus Christ 
through the light of the Gospel, the sacraments – most especially the Holy Eucharist – and 
through the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.

c. Spiritual Reflection: 
Feast of St. Polycarp of Smyrna  (Martyrdom of Polycarp)

2. Approval of Agenda
Unanimously approved.

3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (October Meeting)
Unanimously approved.

4. Correspondence
None.

5. Business arising from Previous Minutes
a. Investigate and purchase wireless mic/speaker for Corpus Christi. (Update – Fr. Tomy was going

to inquire with Airdrie parish.)
Tomas will get into contact with Fr. Paulus to ask how procured a wireless speaker/mic system 
that he used for processions at Canadian Martyrs Church.

b. Cinctures and crosses for servers. (Tomas – Action item for next meeting.)
i. Cinctures

1. ~3 purple
2. ~7 green
3. ~2 white
4. ~2 red

ii. New Set of Crosses (10-12)
All of these items will be sent to Lorraine for ordering from Universal Church Supplies.

c. Framed Prints of Pope St. John Paul II
It was decided that we should delay distributing these to volunteers or other parishioners until 
after the building of the new church.  At that time we may have a better criteria for distribution.

6. Pastor’s Report 
Father’s trip to India went well, even though it was on sad occasion.  He is thankful for the prayers and 
support of all parishioners, as well as the assistance from many in keeping things running with visiting 
priests.
Tomas needs to complete a 1-2 page year-in-review report for the Parish’s 2022 activities that will be 
submitted to Bishop McGrattan.
The meeting with the Bishop at the Van Verdegem’s farm was a success.

7. Finance Report
No representative was present.  Delayed.

8. Old Business



a. Parish Evangelization Team Update
No representative was present.  However, the recent men’s night hosted by Ryan Schmidt was 
mentioned – a great success, with over 20 men in attendance.  Hopefully this will become the 
first in a series of such events helping up to build up the faith and fraternity of men in the parish.

b. Sts. Mary and Martha Apostolate Update
The group continues to be very fruitful, with approximately 12-16 girls attending monthly 
meetings.  Parishioners have also been quite supportive of the apostolate, especially in their 
enjoyment of the treats after Sunday Mass.

c. State of the Parish Report for AGM – Encouragement  (Delayed until after January meeting with
Bishop McGrattan)
Tomas will need to present to Saturday/Sunday Mass congregations during March.  He will go 
over the 2022 Report.

 
9. New Business

a. Lenten Activities
i. Soup Fridays

ii. Stations of the Cross
These will occur on February 24th, March 17th and March 24th.

iii. Lenten Confessions
This will occur on March 29th.
Also, Father Tomy asked if we might inquire with some local priests to see if we might 
host a one-night presentation/talk during Lent that would be a sort of mini-retreat for the
parish.

b. Actions to assist recently deceased parishioners and their families.
Father Tomy and various parishioners have offered support.  At this point it is best to take a 
‘wait and see’ approach.

c. Replacement Set-Up Coordinator, etc.
Angie Wolper will be taking over from Todd.  She is waiting to be trained (officially) by Paul 
Cey.

d. Question about Cemetery plots in Strathmore: how many are available for future Catholic use? 
Future plans of the Diocese/parish?
At this point in time there does not seem to be an issue with the number of remaining plots for 
Catholics (enough for approximately 10 more years).  However, it is expected that when the 
Town of Strathmore finds new space for a cemetery, space will be negotiated for Catholics.

e. Request purchase of thurible stand for First Friday Masses and other key Masses during the 
liturgical year.
This will be ordered from B.Broughton’s by Lorraine.  Before ordering, Tomas will measure the 
thurible chain, and ensure thurible and future stand are in aesthetic harmony with each other, as 
well as the new church’s sanctuary design.  Monies are in the 2023 Pastoral Council budget.

f. Parish Library Update/Purchases.
Approval of ~$500 of new books for the library cart.  Tomas will send the list of books to order 
to Lorraine, as well as cleaning up/re-organizing the cart. (Monies are in the 2023 Budget.)

g. Search for new members of Pastoral Council.
Two parishioners have been identified as possible future members of Pastoral Council.  With Fr. 
Tomy’s blessing, Tomas will approach them to see if they are able/willing.  Some discussion 
was had about the importance of trying to find a member of our burgeoning Filipino community 
to be on Council, so as to assist this community in having a leadership role in our larger parish 
community.  Also, Tomas will speak to a grade 12 student at HCC to see if she would be 
interested in acting as a youth member of our Pastoral Council.



h. Valentine/Spring Square Dance event possibilities.
This event, prior to COVID, was an excellent community-building activity for our parish.  The 
Pastoral Council would like to encourage this sort of event to occur again.  It should not be used 
as a fundraiser – good things are worth doing for their own sake!

i. Letters to HCC Graduates
The idea was broached of asking the CWL and KofC to maintain contact with faithful graduates 
from our parish as they head off to work/tradeschool/college/university.  A sign of support, 
continued prayer, and an offer of assistance if needed, for young Catholics from our parish.

10. Key Action Items and Next Meeting
a. Next Meeting: Thursday, March 23

11. Closing prayer – Prayer for Our New Church

Prayer for Our New Church

O Father of Mercy and Divine Architect of Creation, thankful for Your abundant blessings and 
inspired by Your Son’s counsel to ask anything of You in His Name, we humbly seek Your help
in building a new parish church that will be a fitting temple for Your praise and glory.  May it 
be a house of prayer; a refuge for the weary; a field hospital of penitence and forgiveness; a 
school of faith and charity; and a worthy sanctuary for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and 
Supper of the Lamb.

O Heavenly Father, bless us with generous hearts and ready hands, that by our humble sacrifice 
of time, talent and treasure, we may offer loving service to Our King.  May we soon rejoice in 
dedicating our new church to the praise and honour of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  We ask 
this through Christ, Our Lord.  Amen.

O Mary Immaculate, dearest Mother of the Savior and Mother of the Church, we ask you to 
raise our petitions to your Son.  Together with Saint Joseph, your most chaste spouse, guide and
unite us in our efforts, that we may be consumed with zeal for the house of the Lord.  Amen.


